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Dozens Die as Japanese Train T
Jumps Track and Hits Building ey AR

By NORIMITSU ONISHI
Published: April 25, 2005

OKYO, April 25 - A speeding commuter train

derailed this morning in western Japan and crashed
into an apartment building, killing 50 passengers and
injuring more than 400, in what the authorities here
described as the deadliest train accident in four decades.
The train, which had been running 90 seconds behind i !
schegjule ina suburb of O§ak_a, approac_hed acurve at e ociaiod Pross
possibly twice the speed limit, before five of its seven The train was behind schedule
cars jumped the tracks. The first two cars slammed into  and may have been speeding
an apartment building 20 feet from the tracks, with the ~ when it jumped the tracks in
front car crashing into the first-floor parking garage. Amagasaki, Japan.
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Tonight rescue workers were combing through the
wreckage, trying to free four passengers trapped in the ! _
first car and believed to be alive. The train was carrying & Printer-Friendly Format
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about 580 passengers. Most E-Mailed Articles
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Officials at the West Japan Railway Company, which
operates the train, said at a news conference that they
were investigating the cause of the accident. They said Multimedia
that the speed limit at the curve was 44 miles per hour, b PHOTOGRAPHS
and that derailments could occur at speeds over 83 miles
per hour.

But the officials said they did not know how fast the iy <
train was running and that other reasons, including . anieet
pebbles on the tracks, might have been factors in the Train Rams Into Building in

- Japan
derailment. A packed commuter train

jumped the tracks on April 25
One passenger, Tatsuya Akashi, recalled "a violent ggg];‘g;'ed into an apartment
shaking, and the next moment | was thrown to the floor."” '
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"I landed on top of a pile of other people,” he told
Japan's public broadcasting network, NHK, according to 1. Op-Ed Columnist: A High-

The Associated Press. "I didn't know what happened, Tech Lynching In Prime Time
and there were many people bleeding."

2. Op-Ed Columnist: Living
Longer Is the Best Revenge

3. Op-Ed Columnist: The

Photos taken by an NHK reporter aboard the train
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showed passengers piled on the floor and some clawing

bivious Ridh
to escape, The A.P. reported. Oblivious Right

4. The Book Business: How to
. . i Be Your Own Publisher
A train crewman told the police that he "felt the train 5. Watching TV Makes You

was going faster than usual,” NHK said, echoing Smarter
comments from others survivors, The A.P. reported.
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At least four people remained
trapped in the wreckage more
than 11 hours after the train crash

in western Japan.
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